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ROLE DESCRIPTION – CHILD AND YOUTH MEMBERS



BACKGROUND

Founding Youth Members were invited to take part in the PEI Children & Youth Table upon recommendation of then adult members and fellow youth in the spring of 2020. A role description was requested from youth and therefore developed by Founding Youth Members. As the group has evolved to become the Child and Youth Advisory Committee of the Office of the PEI Child and Youth Advocate, updates to the role description were made most recently in March of 2026. 

QUALITIES 

Child and Youth Members will be open-minded to discuss, learn about and address the serious topics of the Child and Youth Advisory Committee of the Office of the PEI Child and Youth Advocate; seeing topics through the lens of youth’s own experiences and/or empathy for other children and youth. Having a passion for the rights of children and youth, a willingness to be a voice for others, to seek others’ input, is what is most important. 

ROLE 

· Offer ideas and opinions about topics related to the protection and well-being of children
and youth in Prince Edward Island, including promoting the rights of children and youth
· Participate in discussions with staff of the Office of the Child and Youth Advocate / PEI, as needed for meetings and consultations 
· Attend meetings and consultations on a regular basis
· Suggest agenda items for meetings, share in the facilitation of topics, and lead discussions as needed
· Contribute to reports as needed, i.e. to the Office of the Child and Youth Advocate, to government 
· Participate in national and/or international conversations or consultations as needed
· Respond to regular communications with designated staff of the Office of the Child and Youth Advocate in order to be effective in the role 
· Contribute thoughtfully. Participation in Committee meetings is essential to its success. Lack of engagement might prompt a check-in with a Committee staff member. 








RECRUITMENT 

Both staff of the Office of the Child and Youth Advocate and Child and Youth Advocacy Committee Members will play an active role in recruiting new Child and Youth Members as needed. Submitted applications for new Child and Youth Members will be considered by the Office of the Child and Youth Advocate and agreed upon by consensus of current Child and Youth Advocacy Committee Members. 

SUPPORT IN CARRYING OUT ROLE AS CYAC MEMBER

· Staff of the Office of the Child and Youth Advocate are available for Child and Youth Members to prepare, research, and debrief topics pertaining to the work of the Advisory Committee
· Group communication channels will be made available for regular contact between
meetings
· Preparation time before consultations. Debrief time after consultations 
· Recap on previous meetings
· Time to review agendas and determine meeting roles
· Support in helping member to connect with representatives from reviewable services and/or community organizations 

Approved by consensus of Child and Youth Advocacy Committee Members 5 March, 2026
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